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I write in response to your email of 9 June 2015 in which you requested information as to
how the LSB holds the BSB to account under the Legal Services Act, and the factors that the
LSB took into account in considering the BSB’s rule change application which was received
on 22 July 2011. I can confirm that the LSB holds some of the information that you have
requested.
Responses to each of your individual requests are set out below in italics:
1. Please enumerate, describe in detail, and give current examples of, how the
LSB holds the approved regulator of barristers the BSB to account under the
auspices of the Legal Services Act 2007 for the BSB’s performance in the day
to day regulation of barristers.
Information about how the LSB assesses whether the approved regulators’
performance is compatible with the requirements set out in the Legal Services Act
2007 can be found on the Developing standards and performance page of our
website.

2. In relation to the Decision Notice issued by the LSB under Part 3 of Schedule 4
of the LSA 2007 to the BSB dated 18 August 2011 and published by the LSB on
19 August 2011 (hereinafter to be referred to as the “Decision Notice”). Please
provide a copy of the following information which is information the BSB was
under a duty to provide to the LSB under Schedule 4 Part 3 “Alteration of
Approved Regulator’s Regulatory Arrangements” :(1) the original application/s made by the BSB to the LSB and all
accompanying material provided by the BSB to the LSB,
The BSB’s application of 22 July 2011 can be found on the closed applications page
of our website.

(2) any other information provided to the LSB by the approved regulator the
BSB,

The attached issues log sets out answers provided by the BSB in response to
queries raised by the LSB upon receipt of the application. A section of this document
has been withheld as it is exempt from disclosure under section 42 of the Freedom of
Information Act 2000 (information subject to legal professional privilege).
(3) any advice obtained by the LSB under paragraph 22 of Part 3 of Schedule 4
of the LSA 2007 from the OFT, the Consumer Panel, the Lord Chief Justice, and
such other persons as the LSB considered it reasonable to consult regarding
the application prior to the LSB issuing the Decision Notice,
The LSB did not consult with any of the bodies to which you refer in relation to this
application.

(4) any written, and/or oral representations duly made to the LSB under
paragraph 23 of Part 3 of Schedule 4 of the LSA 2007 by the BSB as applicant,
and any draft and final report of oral representations made by the LSB of the
BSB’s oral representations and any comments by the BSB on the draft report
of oral representations made by the LSB prior to the LSB issuing the final
report of oral representations and the Decision Notice,
The LSB did not receive any written or oral representations from the BSB in relation
to this application.

(5) any other information which the LSB considered relevant to the
application/s, and
There is no other information, separate to that already disclosed, which the LSB
considered relevant to the application.
(6) enumerate, describe, provide information, on how the LSB considered the
granting of the application/s would not be prejudicial to the regulatory
objectives of the BSB, and
(7) enumerate, describe, provide information on how the LSB considered the
granting of the application/s would not be contrary to any provision of the LSA
2007, or, any other enactment, and
(8)enumerate describe, provide information on how the LSB considered the
granting of the application/s would not result in any of the “designation
requirements” ceasing to be satisfied in relation to the approved regulator the
BSB, and
(9) enumerate, describe, provide information, on how the LSB considered the
granting of the application/s would not be contrary to the public interest, and
(10) enumerate, describe, provide information, on how the LSB considered the
granting of the application would comply with the procedures (whether
statutory or otherwise) which applied in relation to the making of the
alteration/s, and

(11) in relation to (10) above please enumerate, describe, provide information
on each and every procedure statutory or otherwise which applied in relation
to the making of the alteration/s which the LSB considered was in fact
complied with by the BSB in relation to the making of the alteration/s.
In response to your questions 2(6) – (11), I enclose a copy of the refusal criteria
checklist that was completed in relation to this application

3. Please confirm whether the LSB consulted any Third Party in acquiring any
information that it has disclosed under this request.
4. Please confirm whether the LSB consulted any Third Party prior to issuing any
response under the request to confirm that the LSB does not hold any of the
information requested.
In response to your questions 3 and 4, I can confirm that the LSB did not consult any
Third Party in dealing with this request.
5. If the LSB will claim the information is not held under the FOIA by the LSB
please confirm whether the information was ever held by the LSB at any time
prior to this request.
6. If the LSB will claim information is not held under the FOIA please confirm
where the information is now held, and which individual and/or, entity and/or,
Public Authority, and/or Statutory Body now holds the information.
In response to your questions 5 and 6, I can confirm that there is no relevant information
that was previously held by the LSB that is now in the possession of another individual or
body.

7. Please enumerate and describe in detail why the LSB does not consider it part
of the process of holding an approved regulator the BSB to account to be
concerned with the “effective from dates” of any Alteration to the Regulator’s
Regulatory Arrangements that the LSB approves under Schedule 4 Part 3 of
the LSA 2007.
The LSB’s approach to dealing with rule change applications is set out on the Alterations
to regulatory arrangements page of our website, including our Rules for rule change
applications.
I trust that this addresses your information request, but if you are dissatisfied with our
response, you have the right to ask for an internal review or to submit a complaint (see
LSB’s Freedom of information – Complaints procedure:
http://www.legalservicesboard.org.uk/can_we_help/lsb_policies_procedures/freedom_of
_information/index.htm).
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