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Annex D 

Summary of Approved Regulator and Regulatory Body Responses 

1.  The below summarises some of the actions Approved Regulators  and regulatory 

bodies  have taken  to  date in response  to Covid-19. Each organisation with a  

specific guidance webpage has  been linked in the footnotes.  

The Law Society1  

2.  The Law Society has been regularly publishing advice and updates for its 

members  as well as raising issues on  their  behalf.   

 

3.  Advice to  members has ranged from  guidance to  assist in  criminal interviews  to  

guidance to conveyancers  advising on home  moves  

SRA2  

4.  The SRA has made  public that it will be  taking a proportionate approach to  

enforcement during this time  and has set out that it will take into account  

mitigating circumstances as appropriate.  

 

5.  Beyond this the SRA has made significant early decisions in relation to education  

and  training. The Junior Lawyers Division were particularly vocal in what they felt 

the SRA needed to do  to enable those seeking to  enter the profession not to be  

disadvantaged at this time.  

 

6.  The SRA has now set out that:  

 

a.  While Qualifying Law Degrees (QLD)  must include assessment there is no  

prescription  as to what that assessment must be.  

b.  Legal Practice Course (LPC) exams can be taken remotely with remote  

proctoring put in place. LPC providers must apply to the SRA to implement 

these alternative  assessment arrangements.  

c.  Parts  of the Professional Skills Course (PSC)  can also be assessed  

remotely. PSC providers must also apply to the SRA to implement 

alterations to assessments.  

 

7.  Additional detail on the SRA education  and training changes can  be found  here: 

https://www.sra.org.uk/sra/news/coronavirus-questions-answers/  

Bar  Council3   

8.  The Bar Council  has conducted a survey  of Heads of Chambers to demonstrate  

the impact of Covid-19. Findings  show clear concerns over an interruption to  

court work and cash flow.  

 
1  https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/support-services/coronavirus/  
2  https://www.sra.org.uk/sra/news/coronavirus-update  
3  https://www.barcouncil.org.uk/useful-information/coronavirus-advice-and-updates.html  

https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/support-services/advice/articles/coronavirus-covid-19-interview-protocol/
https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/support-services/advice/articles/guidance-to-conveyancers-advising-clients-on-house-moves/
https://www.sra.org.uk/sra/news/coronavirus-questions-answers/
https://www.barcouncil.org.uk/resource/bar-council-urges-government-to-act-over-the-bar-s-covid-19-financial-fears.html
https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/support-services/coronavirus/
https://www.sra.org.uk/sra/news/coronavirus-update
https://www.barcouncil.org.uk/useful-information/coronavirus-advice-and-updates.html
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9.  Amongst various pieces of advice to the  profession it has summarised the current 

financial support measures  available to self-employed  barristers and chambers.  

 

BSB4  

10. The BSB confirmed on 20 March that it was extending its Authorisation to  

Practise process to allow barristers until 31  May to complete their  

applications/renewals.  

 

11. Following consultation  with the LSB it further confirmed on 31 March that  

chambers who paid practising fees in a “block” payment would be  allowed to pay 

in two stages. The first being due by 31 May and  the second  by 31  October 2020.  

 

12. Unlike the SRA which is permitting  remote  assessments,  the BSB has taken the  

decision  to delay examinations that were  due  to take place in April for the Bar 

Professional Training  Course (BPTC) until August 2020.  

 

13. Additional information relating to  education and training can be found here: 

https://www.barstandardsboard.org.uk/training-qualification/becoming-a-

barrister/vocational-component/covid-19-and-the-vocational-component-faqs.html  

 

CILEx Regulation5  

14. As well as  a news and  updates page online CILEx Regulation  has taken steps to  

highlight to  practitioners the  different ways they can  obtain CPD  and stated  this in 

extenuating circumstances they are open  to requests for extensions on CPD  

completion.  

CLC6  

15. The CLC has published FAQs on Coronavirus for CLC Practices which can  be  

found here: https://www.clc-uk.org/lawyers/coronavirus/faqs-on-coronavirus-for-

clc-practices/.  

 

16. It has also informed  the LSB that in line with  Government advice on moving  

home7  there is a real expectation  that most of its regulated community will run out 

of work sooner rather than later.  

 

17. On 7  April CLC released a  statement  providing firms that pay regulatory fees on a  

monthly basis to defer  fees due over the  next  three  months. Covered here: 

 
4  https://www.barstandardsboard.org.uk/resources/covid-19-statement-by-the-bar-standards-board.html  
5   
6  https://www.clc-uk.org/lawyers/coronavirus/  
7  https://www.gov.uk/guidance/government-advice-on-home-moving-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-
outbreak  

https://www.barcouncil.org.uk/uploads/assets/c3cb7a2a-9725-4c67-a62a5d91ac847008/43a92dd1-c9e0-4499-8beb0ea90487babe/Financial-Support-Measures-for-Self-Employed-Barristers-and-Chambers-24-Mar-2020.pdf
https://www.barstandardsboard.org.uk/training-qualification/becoming-a-barrister/vocational-component/covid-19-and-the-vocational-component-faqs.html
https://www.barstandardsboard.org.uk/training-qualification/becoming-a-barrister/vocational-component/covid-19-and-the-vocational-component-faqs.html
https://cilexregulation.org.uk/2020/04/02/cpd-and-covid-19/
https://www.clc-uk.org/lawyers/coronavirus/faqs-on-coronavirus-for-clc-practices/
https://www.clc-uk.org/lawyers/coronavirus/faqs-on-coronavirus-for-clc-practices/
https://www.barstandardsboard.org.uk/resources/covid-19-statement-by-the-bar-standards-board.html
https://www.clc-uk.org/lawyers/coronavirus/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/government-advice-on-home-moving-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/government-advice-on-home-moving-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
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https://www.legalfutures.co.uk/latest-news/clc-allows-firms-to-defer-payment-of-

regulatory-fees  

CLSB8  

18. Following consultation  with the LSB the CLSB has issued  a policy statement 

relaxing the  enforcement of its CPD rules for 2020. This is to allow Costs 

Lawyers to undertake  all  CPD remotely and  to recognise the impact of furlough  

on Costs Lawyers.  The policy statement can be found here: https://clsb.info/for-

costs-lawyers/continuing-professional-development-cpd/policy-statement-

changes-to-cpd-requirements-in-light-of-covid-19/  

IPReg  

19. IPReg  has agreed that Accredited Examination Agencies (EAs) can  provide  

assessments online.  

Faculty Office9  

20. The Faculty Office has  produced  a specific advice page  for notaries. The  page  

includes advice for notaries on  how the Faculty Office will take a proportionate  

approach  to certain elements of its practising  rules.  It  also confirms that  notaries 

under supervision can  conduct supervision  meetings remotely using appropriate  

software.  

 
8  https://clsb.info/for-costs-lawyers/covid-19-advice/  
9  http://www.facultyoffice.org.uk/notary-news/  
 

https://www.legalfutures.co.uk/latest-news/clc-allows-firms-to-defer-payment-of-regulatory-fees
https://www.legalfutures.co.uk/latest-news/clc-allows-firms-to-defer-payment-of-regulatory-fees
https://clsb.info/for-costs-lawyers/continuing-professional-development-cpd/policy-statement-changes-to-cpd-requirements-in-light-of-covid-19/
https://clsb.info/for-costs-lawyers/continuing-professional-development-cpd/policy-statement-changes-to-cpd-requirements-in-light-of-covid-19/
https://clsb.info/for-costs-lawyers/continuing-professional-development-cpd/policy-statement-changes-to-cpd-requirements-in-light-of-covid-19/
https://ipreg.org.uk/covid-19-%E2%80%93-impact-upon-ipreg-accredited-qualifications
https://ipreg.org.uk/covid-19-%E2%80%93-impact-upon-ipreg-accredited-qualifications
https://clsb.info/for-costs-lawyers/covid-19-advice/
http://www.facultyoffice.org.uk/notary-news/

