
 

Direction  149  issued  under Part  3  of  Schedule 4 to the Le gal  Services Act  2007  to  all  
approved regu lators  

1.  This is a direction  issued  pursuant  to paragraph  19(3)  of  Schedule 4 to the  Legal  
Services Act  2007  (the  Act).  

2.  The purpose  of  this  direction  is to enable the  approved regulators  to  make  temporary  
alterations  to  their  regulatory  arrangements  in connection  with coronavirus  that  are  
exempt  from  approval  by  the  Legal  Services  Board (the  Board)  under  Part  3 of  
Schedule 4 to  the  Act.   

3.  Unless stated  otherwise,  words  defined in  the  Act  have the  same  meaning  when used  
in this direction.   

4.  In this direction  ‘coronavirus’  has  the  meaning  given  in  section  1(1)  of  the  Coronavirus 
Act  2020.  

5.  In accordance  with paragraph 19(3)  of  Schedule 4 to  the  Act,  the  Board directs  that  the  
alterations  to  regulatory  arrangements,  detailed  at  paragraph  6  of  this direction,  are 
exempt  alterations for  the purposes  of  paragraph  19(2)(c)  of  Schedule 4.   

6.  This direction applies to temporary alterations to  an approved  regulator’s regulatory 
arrangements,  which  are  made  in connection  with  the  coronavirus;  and  for  connected  
purposes  and  relate to:  

 
(a)  provisions  within or  made by virtue  of  the  Coronavirus Act  2020,  or  any  other  

enactment, which is enforceable in  England and  Wales;  

(b)  up-to-date  advice and/or  guidance  issued by  the  UK G overnment  and  found  
within:  https:/www.gov.uk/government/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-list-of-
guidance;  or  any  successor webpage;  and   

(c)  any other  consequential  alterations  to  regulatory  arrangements  connected  to  or  
necessary  to  implement  sub-paragraph (a)  or  sub-paragraph  (b).   

7.  All  approved regulators  intending  to  make  alterations to  their  regulatory  arrangements 
under  this direction  must  notify  the Board  at  least  2  working days prior to  the  changes 
coming into  effect.   

8.  A no tice  under  paragraph 7  must:   

(a)  specify the  ground(s)  under  paragraph  6  that  is/are  applicable; and   

(b)  explain why  the  alterations are  necessary and  proportionate.    

9.  This direction does not  apply to any proposed alterations to regulatory arrangements  
that  are  contrary  to an  approved regulator’s  duty  under  section  28  of  the  Act  to:  

(a)   promote  the  regulatory  objectives,  and  in particular promoting  and protecting  
the  public interest;  and  

(b)  have regard to better  regulation principles.   

10.  The Board reserves the  right  to  determine  that  a  proposed alteration  to  an  approved 
regulator’s  regulatory arrangements  does  not  fall  within this direction.  
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11.  Where  the  Board  determines that  a  proposed  alteration does  not  fall  within this 
direction,  an  approved regulator  will  need  to seek  the  Board’s  approval  of  that  
alteration  in  accordance with the  Act  and the  Board’s Rules for  Designations and 
Alterations to Regulatory  Arrangements.   In such  cases the  Board may consider  
issuing  a  specific  exemption  direction.  

12.  This direction is  to  be  deemed to be  effective from  the  date of  issue  of  this notice  and 
will  expire on a date to be determined by the  Board.   
 

For and on  behalf  of  the Legal  Services  Board   
6  April  2020  


